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Hit-and-run is how the Naxals attack and deiend

In the second of the three-part series, a look at the Naxals' ideology and tactics
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In India, Naxalism owes its
origination to a small vil-
lage called Naxalbari, in
the Siliguri area of Darjee-
ling situated in the North-
East of West Bengal. Mem-
bers of the Communist
Party of India (CPI)-Marx-
ist, led by Charu Mazum-
dar, Kanu Sanyal, Ram
Prabhav Singh and Jangal
Santhal caused an armed
rebellion against the state
and the existing feudalism.
In 1967, they decided to
form their ‘army’, take up
arms, and resort to vio-
lence in order to give the
poor their land back. They
also decided to loot police
armouries to ensure they
have enough supply of
arms and ammunition.
They were following Mao
Zedong's ideology.

The movement soon
gained some momentum
and started making in-
roads in Calcutta. In 1969,
the All India Co-ordination
Committee of Communist
Revolutionaries formed the
Communist Party of India
(Marxist-Leninist) (CPI-
ML). After its formation
CPI (ML) took over the
‘Naxalbari Kisan Move-
ment’ and merged it with
them. The new movement
soon came to be called
‘Naxalites’.

For almost a decade the
Naxals struggled to form a
united front and spread
their ideology. By 1980, it
was believed that there
were more than 30 frag-
mented groups operating
with the same ideology, and
their comb'mpd strength
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was close to 30,000 cadres.
In 1980, the Naxal groups
from Andhra Pradesh,
Tamil Nadu and Maha-
rashtra merged with CPI
(ML) and a new outfit was
formed - CPI (ML) (PWG).
PWG being the short for
People’s War Group. This
merger was done under the
leadership of Kondapalli
Seetharamaiah

The newly formed group
decided to appoint a leader
for each state who would
then spread the message

State armouries
are our armouries

-Mao Zedong

about the movement, they
started the ‘Shahid Sapta-
ha’ (martyr’s week) which
is held in July every year.
As the name suggests, they
honour their cadres who
have died in police opera-
tions, this gesture also acts
to add more people to their
ranks.

The first major Naxal at-

IDEOLOGY, STRATEGY, AND TACTICS

@ Any issue that is likely to expose the government, pick it up,
exploit it, use propaganda machinery to spread the information,
and try to destabilise the government as much as possible.

@® Try to take part in elections in such a manner that is likely to
derail the ruling party.

® Keep a dose watch and control over rural areas and places of
vital importance and rich in natural resources and ensure that
there is no development in that area.

@® Ensure that the police and local administration are unable to
perform their duties by constantly derailing their functioning in
any way possible.

@® Spread network by getting international groups who share
similar ideology.

@® Create as strong a base as possible on the ground and get
maximum support and involvement of local citizens.

@® Spread network in urban areas and create a support base
which can be used to recruit people and also generate funds.

@ Insert their own men into the police force so that they can act
as informers.

@® During an armed conflict, their policy is to withdraw and hide
in the dense forest when the police forces close in on them. Tire
the forces out and attack when they rest or slow down.

and movement in that
state. Kobad Gandhi alias
Kamal was made in-charge
of Maharashtra. From 1980
till 1995, the movement
slowly but surely spread
from West Bengal to Orissa
to Chhattisgarh (which

was then in Madhya
Pradesh) to Andhra
Pradesh and Maharashtra.

As per reports, Maharash-
tra witnessed its first Nax-
al infiltration in 1980.
Youngsters were recruited
in Hyderabad and Mumbai
(then Bombay) as part of
their urban cadres, and
they were made to carry
out propaganda about the
Naxal movement.

To spread the message
and create more awareness

tack that took place in Ma-
harashtrawas in 1988 when
a patrol vehicle carrying
commandos of the State Re-
serve Police Force (SRPF)
was targeted in the Rajura
area of Chandrapur dis-
trict. Seven soldiers of
SRPF lost their lives. This
attack brought into focus
the impact of Naxals in Ma-
harashtra and everybody
stood up and took notice.
While the state govern-
ment, the Maharashtra Po-
lice and the local adminis-
tration began efforts to
tackle the menace, Naxal-
ism was fast spreading its
tentacles within Maha-
rashtra, especially in the
eastern districts of Chan-
drapur, Gadchiroli,

Gondia, Bhandara, Yavat-
mal and Nanded, while
sleeper cells were formed
in urban areas like Mum-
bai, Pune, and Nagpur.
Right through the 1990s,
there were several attacks
on police forces in various
regions as the movement
spread.

On September 21, 2004,
CPI (ML) (PWG) merged
with Maoist Communist
Centre of India (MCCI) and
a new outfit was born -
Communist Party of India
- Maoist or CPI (M). This
merger changed the entire
Naxal landscape in India,
as it spread their influence
from  Nepal-Bihar  till
Andhra Pradesh and Tamil
Nadu. By this time, Naxal-
ism had spread across al-
most 40% of the country.

The first decade of the
21st Century witnessed
some of the most violent
Naxal attacks in India.
From West Bengal to
Chhattisgarh to Andhra
Pradesh, Bihar and other
parts, hundreds of police-
men and civilians were
killed in vicious attacks by
Naxals.

Maharashtra witnessed
its worst ever Naxal attacks
in 2009. On May 22, 2009, in-
formation was received at
the police headquarters in
Gadchiroli that there was a
roadblock in the jungles a
few km away. A police team
was immediately dis-
patched, but as the team
reached the spot, a team of
Naxal guerrillas ambushed
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SOME OF THE DEADLIEST ATTACKS:
@® CPI (M) Naxals attacked the jail in Jehanabad, Bihar and freed
250 Naxals who were lodged there. They abducted 20 soldiers
of the paramilitary forces and killed their team leader. This
incident happened in November 2005.
® In July 2006, Naxalites attacked a major relief camp in the
Dantewada district of Chhattisgarh and killed 29 villagers.
@® In December 2006, at least 14 policemen were killed after a
landmine blasted the vehicle they were travelling in the Bokaro
area near Ranchi in Chhattisgarh.
@® Dantewada witnessed another Naxal attack in March 2007,
when a group of 300-350 Naxals attacked a police camp in the
Bastar region. A total of 54 people were killed, including 15
police personnel of the Chhattisgarh Armed Force. The
remaining 39 dead were tribal youths of Salwa Judum, who
were made Special Police Officers (SPOs) to combat the Naxals.
@® In June 2008, Naxals attacked a boat on the Balimela
reservoir in Orissa. This boat was carrying 60 Greyhound
Commandos. The Naxals sank the boat killing 38 commandos.
@ India’s anti Naxal operations received its worst setback in the
year 2010. Itis still considered to be the blackest year so far as
cose to 200 security personnel were killed in various Naxal
attacks across the country. The most audacious was the killing of
76 soldiers of the paramilitary forces in Dantewada, Chhattisgarh.

it and killed 16.

In October 2009, a team of
heavily armed Naxals at-
tacked a police station in
Gadchiroli. The sudden at-
tack resulted in the death of
17 policemen.

A total of 52 policemen
were Killed in separate
Naxal attacks in Maharash-
tra in 2009. It was a water-
shed year for the Maha-
rashtra Police, as after that
the force has ensured no
major casualties. In fact, af-
ter 2009, the Maharashtra
Police have been successful
in quashing the Naxal
movement in the state to a
large extent. From 2009 till
date, as many as 216 Naxals
have been Kkilled in various

police operations, more
than 500 have been arrest-
ed, hundreds of them have
surrendered.

From having influence in
five districts in 2009, the
Naxals have today been
forced to recede in just one
small area of Gadchiroli.
As per reports from the
ground, only one Naxal pla-
toon is active while all oth-
ers have been decimated.
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